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Sandol

Stoddard

And the
Special
Selling
Of
Hospice
Care for
Dying

Patients

By Hollie 1, IV wst

Five wvears ago, when Sandel Siod-
dard was gmong o graup of peopls
nurslng & frlend through o terminak
"I“f.'-h'- she hac pever lwsrd of the
Besolow snnagul—the idea of caving
far thE dyting in & home ke seiting,

Nevertheless, thol emoticnay renels
ing wrieal of several weecks, which
draw together people from differeni
'l-:'!lh! of Hie In a San Freaocisco sub-
urb, way really a hospleollke situn-
L L.

Today, Stoddard is (he puthor of
“Tha Hosples Movemenl," so far the
only extensive resiment of a ceniys
ricznld idea, pqu-uhl' in medieval Bu-
rop, WAt §5 Just being peinicoducod
Inte Western soclely,

“Ladldn’t start oul o welle a Logk™
she povalls, “We were ludt o group of
friends of 1his man. When we renlized
big was golng 1o die, we deew Logether,
This dying mon drew people arownd
Blm Jeke 4 family, We became o study
growg and fiad semsitivity Lealnlng sos
Elons, gnooynier group sesslons,

"W went into & study of death and
dying when he became 11 We Znvo
him the Triondly pact of hosplee care,
iof the medical care, And 10 was Just
A group of neighborbicod friends,

“Ahout a yvear later Bill Lomers (De,
William J, Lamers Jr, director of (he
Huspliee of Aovin]  gshed e, lls
Tvlend, the writer, too write a shord
jere sbout bospices, Bub [ eeuldn't
Iind anpthing right away—not oven a
blbliograghy, S0 1 started dolsg re-
qaegreh, and be gave me n copy of B0
wldl Bank aboul hisplees 10 the MIddle
Afes. G0 the project jusl grew oncd
mw.ﬂ

Stoddard, 4sh and the mulher of
foir boys, ended wp polng 1o 51 Chris-
topler's Hiospiee In Londun W abserve
the setting where physicions, elergy,
Family anid staff work Logether 9 okia
the pain of fhe ast days of 8 pailent,

#1 felt sueh joy when | walked duto
St Cheigtopha's," she says. "Deople
nsk ma it was doprossing. Bt | 1ell
Uhem i was comploisly wpboat, Pe
ploEts weére glved lave amd care,

Uiest people consider death faflure,
But a1 51 Chrdswepher's they toled Lo

Snmdol Stoddard, bu'h‘.:u'ru Nn!mﬁujlnﬁ—nr Wr:.l?.mulm Pul:l:

mnpke tho experionce as epsy ns possl-
(P

In her ook she welles af Lillian
Preatan, 39, the only chilid of aging
aml impoverkshed porenls, merried at

28, abnndonied by hor hishond st 33,

Lieft with o baby dauglier aod no job,

shi reduried homo ond fasng wark nf-

ler bwa yenrs of searching. Bui the

chlld deowned In A bostIng aseldent,
Elx mantha leter Prestun found ot
il hed terminal enneer.

But she was able, says Stesdard,
to fnod her lmpending deati.

“Hhe wns treatod as & porson ot the
laspice” nptos Steddard, lucking her
hande efether, =She fido't think of
Ui poin—saed she hod plenty of L.

But she appreclated thal she was
freated as & person ab the hospice,
aet o dylng statlatie,

"Slie had bried to kil hersel! Lo a
lwapital. But altor she wes admliled
L the hospleo, a cheplals talked to
tier and helped her through the crisls,
They look her off Lhe drugs she'd
been gotting at the hospital. 1t was s
bud gho couldn't feel anything.™

Steddard disagrees with those who
say It would bo ensy to lneorporpie
1lh.ll:r hasples |den lnta existing hosp-
aln

"The hoepice win uiu]ﬂ' hepoma
Lhe death ward of a tal," she in-
&ists, "Hospitals exist for a di!l‘qmm
mirposs—io make people wall to Hve,
Hosglees prepare people to die Hoe
pleea msl be a minfcommunity, But
they could be in separate bulldings on
hoapital groumnda, '™

AL 84, Chrislophers, Steddard snid
she scrabbed “a lol of bhalk tubs and
carrled & lot of traye" Whiln sho
learned firsthend about o hospice con-
tor, Stoddard siss combed the librae
fed for materinl and falked witly scholk
ara aful physicians

The mesoll i5 that she's become &
troless speaker for the hospice moyve
mant, She seems hardly able to cone
tatn her fervor. Ask her s gquesiion
wod she'll give ¥ou o 10minuie, non
sfap minllecturs,

“l sei Il a5 a gulot revolutlonery
forge in aur sociedy," she eays. “I'va

been [nvited o speak In 17 states, I |

grah 0 microphone whetever [ can,

My husbond [of four yesra] Is an old |

fashboned doector. He gels Bovolved,
tog. We [she, har husband snd teen-
e son] have three teléphona lines in
our [Marin County] house and {wo dif-
ferent answecing sorvices.'

Stoddard says she could wrlle [ive
mora books sbowl the oxpeclences
phe's hind sinee writing ihe book, Sha
has been asked o wrlle & baok shoul
& haspiee nurse. Whotever she wrilos
newl she enys she |8 commbtted Lo tha
hosfrlee movemenl.

Cluighlng  tha erops  she  wears
aran ¢ neck, sho says, "I guess
I've feli ke & pilgrim. "ve begn on &
srarch.”




